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What are organic contaminants?

They come from pesticides and industrial
emissions (pollution)

A Production:
A agricultural and industrial

processes release contaminants into the
atmosphere and water (i.e. DDTs, PCBS)

: - Factory smoke stack
Farmer spraying crops Pesticides
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Arctic?

' ‘ How do organic contaminants reach the

A Distribution:
A Winds and oceancurrentsc ar ry pol l utants to

A Contaminants settle in the ocean and attach to organic matter (i.e.
plankton)

A they move upward
through the food chain,
becoming more concentrated
at each trophic level

Green dots = contaminants
Biomagnification process




Ringed seals are a key species in the

Arctic

A Subsistence for northern communities
A Major prey for polar bears
A Source of food for Arctic fox, wolverines, wolves, killer whales







